
Illustrations: Kelsey Wroten, jukeboxcomix.com / Copy: Carolyn Doolittle The Hale Center for Journalism at KCPT - kcpt.org 

Often acts the same age as the students, may have been an outcast 
in his or her younger days, like Will Schuester in “Glee.”

Mean, plays favorites and is looking to set up students to fail. 
Think Mrs. Tingle in “Teaching Mrs. Tingle.”

This superteacher is out to save the world: Jaime Escalante in 
“Stand and Deliver,” John Keating in “Dead Poet’s Society.”

The

On a Mission
The

Oh, so cool
The

Gotcha

Has no understanding of youth culture and great disdain for trying 
new ideas. Think Ben Stein’s character in “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.”

Literally “saves the day,” either from a bad principal or even an 
external villain. Think Arnold Schwarzenegger in “Kindergarten Cop.”

The

Out of Touch
The

Action Hero

... or “Ken Doll” is an object of desire, often lacking in teaching 
abilities. Think Ronnie Cooke in “Boston Public.”

Develops inappropriate relationships with students like Coach Troy 
in “Teachers” and Miss Honeywell in “Porky’s.”

Can’t teach effectively or control their classroom, like Edna Krabap-
pel on “The Simpsons” or Principal Belding on “Saved by the Bell.”

The

Barbie doll
TheThe

Predator

From superstar teachers, like Robin Williams as John Keating in “Dead Poets Society,” to the downright despicable, 

like Cameron Diaz’s character in “Bad Teacher,” portrayals of educators on screen tend towards extremes:

Do you think these teacher types 
reflect reality? What stereotypes can 
you add to our list? 
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8 Basic Types and examples from T.V. and Movies

Typecasting Teachers

Incompetent




